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AROUND THE FISHERIES

Clubmate

As you will know, in line with many other clubs, NAA elected to use
'l. o Clubmate to administer its permits and guest tickets. It’s fair to say that
'.. C'meﬂ'l'e this has not gone as smoothly as we'd
hoped, so thank you to all those who came
to our website, Facebook and Forum for help with renewing their permits. For

the time being, all existing members can ONLY renew their tickets via
Clubmate, while new memberships and all guest tickets MUST be purchased via
Tony at Thatcham Angling. In the long run we remain convinced that the vast
majority of members will find the ability to purchase tickets instantly on-line
and have their permit available on their smart phones beneficial and simple to
do. We trust that by next season the whole process will be as smooth as the
flanks of Dean Butler’s recent Willows tench.
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Speen Moors

Members will not need reminding that with much
overgrown vegetation, fallen trees and broken banks, the
condition of the fishery is a way off the time that A Passion
for Angling was filmed there in 1993 (if you haven’t seen
this wonderful TV show you can watch it here). Unlike
many of our waters which are owned, we rent the fishing
rights to Speen Moors (and the canal at Enborne) so are
wholly in the hands of the landlords with when it comes
to maintenance. NAA are in dialogue with the landowner’s
current management team over what improvements we
would wish to see, as are ARK (Action for the River
Kennet) who take an interest in the wider issues at Speen
Moors. We recently accompanied an EA survey of the

river bed profile, which used GPS technology to measure water depths to a very exact degree. While we are
unsure as to what actions (if any) this survey will drive, we understand its purpose was to assess and potentially
alleviate the effect that the river condition has in the Kennet’s floodplain at times of flood water.

ASH DIEBACK DISEASE

There are a number of dead ash trees across our venues. Most parts of
' the country are now experiencing the impacts of ash dieback. The
disease is causing widespread decline of ash trees in some areas and this
is expected to continue. It is likely that the majority of our native ash
trees will exhibit symptoms of ash dieback, but not all that do will die.
' A small percentage of ash trees will have a degree of tolerance to the
disease and others will exist in locations where they escape the worst
impacts. A list has been prepared of trees on our lakes which need
immediate attention and future attention. The Forestry Commission and
Natural England will be consulted prior to any work for permission to
remove these.

2 Talking trees, we have also identified a number of mature trees that
could potentially pose a threat from dropping limbs or falling,
& particularly in high winds. These are to be professionally surveyed and
any subsequent recommendations approved prior to commencing
work.

\ Pt & == ]
Two committee members are booked to attend chainsaw courses later this year to help with the removal of
dead/dying trees where authorised.

Consultation is also scheduled with the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust to discuss a number of issues
including the gate at the top of Muddy Lane, the trees adjacent to the path from the railway to Dixons, and the
sluice at the back of Alders by the railway. While there are a number of improvements we’d like to see, as
ever, it is a balancing act of negotiation with landowners and stakeholders with competing interests while
keeping to SSSI requirements.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98gmHgPI828

MOWING

With nine lakes and miles of river and canal, keeping banks mown is always
going to be a constant battle that we will struggle to compete in. Anglers
might not always have appreciated the cool wet summer this year, but the
vegetation certainly did, with the nettles in some areas getting close to ten-
feet tall. A big thank you to those who attended Paul Futcher and Rob
Allen’s work parties, and for the patience of members who might have not
always found their preferred swim accessible. To help this big and on-going
problem, the club is close to agreement with one of our membership to
assist by mowing and strimming for 6-hours per week during the growing
season. If taken on, this will initially be doubled to improve the current
situation. This should also free-up working groups for other projects, such
as capping the swims rebuilt last year. Please bear with any noise from
mowing when taking place and maybe thank him if you see him in action.

STEPHEN WLLIAMS

In April 2023, Stephen Williams was found tragically drowned
RREGVLERVI IS near his peg where he had been fishing alone at Dobsons. At

oIl the subsequent inquest the coroner’s verdict was that Stephen

Stephen Wl I l FEURRRIN had met an accidental death with no conditions placed on

15th September 1955 - 26th April 2023  JNJaVaW

Stephen was known around the venues and was a popular face
and character. Fishing was clearly a very important part of his
life and he is probably best remembered catching barbel on
the Civil Service stretch. Everyone who knew Stephen was
shocked, and his funeral was attended on the club’s behalf.

The circumstances surrounding this tragedy will never be fully
know. This sad event brought into focus the need for
members to please take care and be aware of the potential
dangers of falling into cold water and ensuring someone knows
where you are.

The club are also saddened to hear of the death of Andrew
Rolfe from natural causes. RIP, Gents.




CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

by Dougie Hull

A warm welcome to our new members and to those that have
rejoined for the current season.

One issue that | must bring to your attention straight away is that the
Brimpton Habitat Enhancement work is due to start on Monday |1
September and will carry on until at least the 15". This work means
that this fishery is closed for the duration of the work and signs will
be posted on the gate of the fishery. The purpose of this enhancement
work is to create a better environment for juvenile fish and

invertebrates. This should in the medium to long term improve fish

numbers naturally, provide more natural food and give the young fish somewhere to hide from the strong flow
when the river is in flood. Thus, preventing fish being flushed down stream.

One issue that regularly appears in the Chairmans Report, and this one is no different, is the number of Officer
Roles on the committee that remain vacant. Currently we have the positions of Vice Chairman, Health & Safety
Officer and Match Secretary that are vacant. Next year further vacancies will probably be available as long-
standing committee members review their commitments. So please do not
be shy if you believe you could add value to the committee, please make
contact. Without people in officer positions, it makes the association very
difficult to run and may end up in the Club shrinking to a more manageable size which would be a very sad thing
to happen considering Newbury Angling Association (NAA) has been in existence for approximately 150 years.
Please contact me via comms@newburyangling.org.uk if you would like to know any more or have any

questions.

NAA is being asked to participate in the Water Quality Monitoring Network (WQMN) by the Angling Trust.
Local clubs such as Twyford & District and RDAA signed up to the WQMN with regular samples being taken
from the Loddon, Blackwater and Lower Kennet. On the Kennet the RDAA reading have already identified the
impact on water quality of the trout farm at Aldermaston. It would be beneficial to take water samples from all
our flowing water fisheries but in particular Bulls Lock section of the Kennet and also the middle ditch which
are all adjacent to the sewage plant. Additionally, it would be beneficial to get a baseline for phosphates etc. in
Bellwood each autumn prior to the autumn/ winter floods
and compare these results each spring after the water
levels subside. So, if you have the time to take water
samples on a weekly basis please step forward.

That’s probably enough from me for the time being.
Hopefully you will enjoy reading this quarterly
newsletter/magazine and catching up on issues affecting
NAA. Tightlines till the next time.

Bulls Lock
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FISHERY MANAGER’S REPORT

by Paul Futcher

It was agreed that the swims at Willows, Alders, Widmead & Bellwood should be considered for re-building
this year. It was noted that some swims around the fishery are getting dangerous and these will be closed off.
It should go without saying that should you find a swim sectioned off, please do
not fish there. | can assure you it will be closed for a reason based on member
safety and not to spoil your fishing.

A standby aerator pump has been purchased for Bellwood and an order made for

two Sportyak 245 dinghies for bailiffs to access the lakes to help with the saving of
tethered fish or fish in distress when required.

Up to 35 carp were lost in
Knotts during April through to
July.  The Centre for
Environment, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Science & the EA
took the fish and water
samples for analysis. The lake
was closed and a planned carp
match cancelled, but we

; reopened it again when the § - gy < o
testing all came back negative. In recent weeks no further fish appear to have been lost apart from, regretfully a
couple of pike. We are obviously monitoring the situation closely and are keeping everything crossed that this

will be the end of it.

Unbelievably, we are still getting reports that otter gates are being left open. We have installed
three padlocks on the Widmead Otter Fence gates to try and make people think twice. Guys, it’s not difficult
and it's YOUR fishing the gates are there to protect. Cameras will be erected at suitable points and you will
notice CCTV warning signs popping up in key areas.

We are aware that thee padlock on the green bar into Widmead complex is proving difficult for some members
to open. Users will know from the number of locks on the chain that we share use of the gate with a number
of other stakeholders and services. We do, like all locks, act to keep them lubricated and in good working
order, but we not own the land the gate stands on, so there is little more we can do but tell the landowner of
the issues and ask for their assistance in keeping the gate accessible for all.

The bank on the Canal at Enborne up is becoming undercut in places and holes are appearing on the bank. A
repair was carried out by NAA recently using chalk, but it was noted that the water in the run off was turning
white after this was done. This bank will be monitored on an ongoing basis. Please contact us if you notice any
significant changes or potentially dangerous areas.



HEAD BAILIFF’S REPORT

by Rob Allen

Currently we have a total of |5 official bailiffs, all have been issued with bailiff
warrant cards and are set up as bailiffs on Clubmate. Permit checks are being
recorded via the bailiffs Clubmate app, random rig checks are being
performed by our bailiffs and are being recorded in the notes section of the
bailiff clubmate app across all of our venues. A bailiff can check a members
notes to see if they have been rig checked before or if the member has been
reported for any previous issues. Please be polite and courteous to our bailiffs
at all times.

We also have eyes and ears on our venues all the time as many of our bailiffs
Rob with A-Team member known as - The Male are on the banks fishing or are just walking round, unrecorded reports of
who’s out on our lakes and any issues are also posted in the bailiffs VWhatsApp group on a regular basis which allows us
to monitor our venues for any issues, ascertain how busy the lakes are and report it back to you guys on the Facebook
page when it is requested.

Bank Holiday Fun in the Sun on Willows

A last-minute decision to swerve down to Willows for some bank holiday afternoon fun in the sun with the kids paid off
as the carp were feeding hard.

We started the session off by Spombing out plenty of bait to the corner of the island and fished dark coloured 12mm
dumbbell wafers on a size 6 Korda Krank hook with PVA bags of boilie crumb and small pellet, spodding in five large
spombs every hour or so which kept them feeding all afternoon giving us some hectic action.

PO T > e s e 3 2

The little one had a great time getting involved with the (éarp and also had soe fun with the whip and float rod thanks
to a kind member who gave us some much-needed worms which the perch loved and kept him occupied and happy.

They certainly do love a good hit of bait and pellet on Willows for sure as we managed |5 runs and landed 12 carp to
around 12Ib, great fun in the sun with the family, highly recommended and it was nice to see the little one enjoying
himself in the great outdoors.

Peg 13 on Collins. A very large limb of a willow tree to the left of the peg snapped off
and narrowly missing a members bivvi. Myself, Dougie, Maca, Josh G and Carl dealt with
as much of the tree as possible and made it safe but it needs further work via a
professional tree surgeon. Let this be a warning to all members — the willow was in
good health and with no visible signs of weakness, so please be conscious of potential
branch drops when setting up, particularly in windy conditions. But don’t just take my
word for it... please see the next article below from the member who had a very lucky
escape...




A CLOSE SHAVE - AWARNINGTOALL

By Chris Smith

It was a nice peaceful Saturday morning, a beautiful Collins sunrise with hardly any breeze. |
was waking up in my tent watching the fish bubbling away in the silt like they do every morning.

There was a small cracking sound which | took hardly any notice of, followed shortly after by
a second larger crack which got my attention. It was loud enough to tell me that a tree was
about to fall over and it sounded very close.

| thought to myself I'd best get out of the tent and into my wheelchair just in case | needed to get out of the
way. Staring at the trees on my way to the wheelchair came another crack which told me it was the one right
above my head. Before | had time to get to my chair there was a mighty crack which could be heard over the
whole lake and the branch started to fall! My last instinct as | watched it fall towards me was to raise my hands
like somehow going to stop it.

It was pretty terrifying because | knew | was too slow to get out of the way. My guardian angel was looking
over me and thank god the branch splintered and swung into the trunk of the tree, its leaves just brushing my
tent. | was so lucky as I'm pretty sure a direct hit would have at least caused injury — or worse. Angers on the
lake very kindly came to check on me and help break some of the branches that were now blocking the path.
Every gust of wind was freaking me out after that, so | quickly packed up and went home.

The silver lining is that it is now a lot easier to cast on that peg, so I'm actually kind of happy that branch fell
down — even if it did try to kill me!



MATCH NEWS AND UPDATE

By Dave Smith

Hi All. Here are the fixtures for Autumn. Please be aware that fixtures for the whole year are available on the
match fishing section of the club’s website. You can also find league tables there, though some people find
problems opening that page up — It might be worth using a different browser (such as Edge, say or Safari etc)
as it seems to affect some folk and not others!

DATE VENUE MATCH COMPETITION TROPHY
TIME

September 2023
Wed 13" Enborne canal (up) 10:00 — 15:00 Over 60’s Field & Stream Cup
Sun 17 River Stour 10:00 — 15:00 Shipston AA v NAA

(0800 Draw)
Wed 20" Alders 10:00 — 15:00 Over 70’s rover
Fri 22" Enborne canal (up) 08:00 — 16:00 Venue Closed - Booked

by Friday Series
Sat 23" — Sun Bellwood 12:00 — 12:00 24-hr Carp
24th
Tue 26" Child Beale 10:00 — 15:00 Reading Fishing Club v

NAA
October 2023
Sun [I* Enborne canal 10:00 — 15:00 HELP FOR HEROES (Tickets bought prior to

(Charity Match) OPEN match)

Wed 4" Avington D 10:00 — 15:00 Over 60’s Field & Stream Cup
Sun 8* Willows 10:00 — 15:00 NAA Memorial Match Keith Scrivener Trophy
(08:30 draw) Norman Unwin Trophy
Wed | I Bellwood 10:00 — 15:00 Over 70’s Rover Silver Trees Trophy
Sun 15% Avington 08:00 — 16:00 Venue closed by Squires
Wed 18" Willows 10:00 — 15:00 Over 60's Field & Stream Cup
Sam Buxey Trophy
Fri 20® Avington 08:00 — 16:00 Venue Closed Booked by Friday Series
Tue 24" Avington 10:00 — 15:00 NAA v Reading Fishing Club
Sun 29 Bellwood 10:00 — 15:00 Pike Match Buckingham Cup
Ben Smith Trophy
November 2023
Wed I Avington E 10:00 — 15:00 Over 60’s Field & Stream Cup
Sun 5 Enborne Canal 08:00 — 16:00 Venue closed — booked by RTAA
(Down)
Sun 127 Enborne Canal 08:00 — 16:00 Venue closed — booked by Shires
Wed 15" Enborne Canal (Up) 10:00 — 15:00 Over 60’s Field & Stream Cup
Sun 26 Speen Moors 10:00 — 15:00 Pike Match Buckingham Cup
Ben Smith Trophy
December 2023
Fri I* Enborne canal (Up) 08:00 — 16:00 Venue closed — booked by Friday Series
Sun 3™ Bellwood/Hambridge | 10:00 — 14:00 Christmas Match (Tickets bought prior to
canal/Risbys and Civil (Draw 08:30_ match)
Service stretch Dick Taylor Trophy




As at |* September, the current standings are:

Over 60’s League points Over 70’s League points
Ist - Dave Smith 33 Ist — Bill Bowsher 21
2nd= Henry Sadler 25 2nd — Steve Thame 20
2nd= Steve Myers 25 3rd — Keith Hallis 19
4t — Tim Wirth 21 4th — Steve Myers 17
5th — Richard Wiggins 19 5th = Mervyn Burrows, 15
6th — Ken Rolfe 17 Richard Wiggins and
Tim Wirth

Result from the 24-hour carp match held at Knotts on 2/3™ September:

Ist - Chris Fox - 88Ib 8oz

2nd - Daniel Marshall - 72Ib |50z
Biggest fish -Kris Reddin - 23Ib 70z
Ben Greenroyd - 15Ib

Sol Story - 14Ib

Shane Williams - pastie ]

Mike Bantick, Glynn Swain - blanked

Thanks To Chris Fox for arranging this match even if he rudely went and won it! Mind you, he did have his
mentors with him — his sons, Lennox and Logan. Unsurprisingly, they enjoyed the match so much they are
already excited for the next one. Meanwhile they kept fishing after the match and under their dad’s tutelage,
both boys caught pbs — Lennox of 16Ib 5 and Logan of 16Ib 2.

In an effort to advertise the NAA matches that ALL MEMBERS can fish this is the list of upcoming matches
through to the end of the year:

- 17 Sep - We travel to Shipston-on-Stour to fish against them on the lovely River Stour. This is an annual
trip and we have strong bonds with the local club It’s always a fun day fished in a competitive but very
friendly manner. Please come and support your Club.

- 26 Sep - We fish against Reading Fishing Club on the Thames at Child Beale. Never fished the Thames?
Then again please join us and pop your Thames cherry!

- On | Octitis the Help for Heroes match on the Enborne Canal. Tickets for this match are £10 and that
money goes straight to H4H. This is a full day with Bacon Butties in the Lamb Pub on Enborne Road and
a full hot meal after the match back in the pub. There is always a big raffle which helps to boost the funds
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/518194990/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/100047795783555/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/100006723285792/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/1719540584/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/724627976/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1843555572369099/user/100045478328617/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVb21_bbKNzJYDBnOGsW45UndJ_rhf_i9P7FKxP2l2NCbJrZGzUyzqd7gdLhoICY3sDtZBwm9p--GpwrsbRjnIlL2u6H2eYwdndxvne55u4aHQ_0F4FjMwtNH9xVIA82A1wtZAvJqz1W3WTgpO_i2ccQ--InuD7fY_ThJjU0vKHdtbGsmhSK1uq4dldrinilnk&__tn__=-%5dK-R

for H4H with plenty of prizes. It’s a real highlight of the club’s year, and a great chance to meet like-
minded people and if you've never fished our canals, pick up tips. Large perch, silvers, bream and the
occasional decent tench generally turn up.

- The 8 Oct is the NAA Memorial Match on Willows which gives us a chance to remember those we have
lost over the years.

- 24 Oct is the return match v Reading fishing Club and it is on the Canal at Avington.

- Lastly the big get together of the year which is the NAA Christmas
match. This is held on 3 Dec and participants have the choice whether
to fish on Bellwood Lake, the Civil Service stretch of the river behind
Bellwood or the canal at Hambridge Road so a venue to suit
everyone. Each year we try to get a Breakfast Buttie and there are
plenty of prizes including a Hamper for each of the 3 venue winners.

All the details for these matches are on the match calendar and if you need
further information on any match speak to me, Dave Smith the Membership
Secretary on 01635 46285

THE ALLURE OF LURE FISHING

By John Vockins

Hi my name is John and | have been fishing on and off for the past 17 years. | grew up in the countryside with
my grandfather being a gamekeeper and | helped him with the breeding of pheasants and ducks for the estate
we lived on. | used to watch the lady of the estate fly fishing for trout on the river by her house | had always
wanted a go. | asked all my family when | was around 10 but there was no one to show me as none of them
fished. | suppose it t always stayed a dream in the back of my head until | was about to turn 40 when a work
colleague who fished for carp offered to show me. By this time | had a son of my own and | thought it would
be a great idea for him and me to learn.

It was a lovely day and we were shown the basics of float fishing, with my very first cast catching me a small
mirror carp of about 3 Ibs. We caught many fish that day, mostly rudd and roach and a few more small carp,
and both my son and | really enjoyed it. My son did not carry it on but | loved it and became a fishing addict.

| soon got into carp fishing and joined several clubs and visited some very nice day ticket waters. | did for a
number of years and caught some very nice fish from various lakes in the south and still do it every now and
again, But after many happy times on the bank, | found weekends were getting more and more taken up with
family events so | was not really getting my fishing fix . | now had only evenings after work, or grab the odd
hour or so at the weekend. Carp fishing with all the equipment involved was too much effort for the limited
times | could squeeze onto the bankside, so | desperately needed something | could do on shorter sessions.

| turned to lure fishing as | was a lover of perch from my earlier days of fishing with worms and maggots on
the canal catching stripeys to about a pound to a pound and a half.
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But this time | was in my mid-50’s and on my own again as | had no one to ask about lure fishing so started my
research. | asked at tackle shops and found the internet is a brilliant place to get great help and advice, with
some inspiring YouTube videos. | soon worked out the type of light rod and reel combo | needed and the type
of line and leader. | got a basic starter kit together with a small bag to put an unhooking mat and my bits and
bobs in, plus a landing net that would fold and | could carry. | didn’t want too much stuff as | was going to stay
mobile covering a lot of water in search for these striped warriors. It was lovely to be travelling light for a
change, and my fishing gear could stay in the boot in readiness for me to pop to the canal at a moment’s notice.

That was around 3 years ago, | joined a couple of local clubs which had a good length of canal stretches for me
to get started on so | joined Reed Thatcham Angling Association and Hungerford Canal Angllng Association.
Both offered me a good choice of likely areas to try. At the start of '
the season, | set off to try my skills, and blanked a lot. On thinking
back | must have tried 8 or 10 times in many different locations. |
started to think was it the lures or the rigs or my locations. |
remember thinking after about the sixth time that there were no
fish in the canal. (Well that it certainly not the case) It was totally
down to my inexperience in this type of fishing.

| decided to change tactics, so one evening after work in the
summer | waited until around 7:30pm when the sun was beginning
to drop, the boat traffic had died down. | then headed down to the
canal. This time | was going to use small lures work them slowly. |
had already resigned myself to a blank but just being by the canal on

a lovely summer evening was reward enough. | worked my lure
around the walls to a lock gate and then | felt a tug on the line, my heart started to race | lifted the rod only
to see a lovely perch turn and swim away. | thought did | strike too early or too late. By this time my heart
was racing so | carefully lowered my lure back in the water and walked carefully along the lock gate wall and
then bang! The light rod | was using bent round and the reel clutch started slipping... | was in!

| was shaking as | had worked so hard to get to this point and now, | looked like all that time and effort was
about to pay off. | slowly lifted the rod and then | saw this lovely perch of about |2 Ib which was bigger than |
would have expected for my first lure caught fish.

| slipped the net under it and carefully lifted it out. Well, | was still trembling as | carefully unhooked it and
measured it on my unhooking mat. It came in at 34cm long. | took a couple of photos which were not brilliant
as | was not expecting it, but this was the start. Since then | have joined Newbury Angling Association and
Thatcham AA for the past 2 years which allows me to walk and fish from Thatcham right though to Enborne
and then again at Kintbury on the Avington stretch.

| have caught many perch since then with my biggest being 3Ib 8oz out of the canal along with a lot of pike of
various sizes. | still blank now and then but then that’s fishing. | still have to try the lakes but in the summer
months most are very busy with carp anglers so this is something | will try in the winter months, it may
produce a larger fish — who knows, but it’s something to try.
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My love of canal fishing is that you can never be sure what’s in there. If
you see me along the canal, come and say hello as there are too few
lure anglers in our area. | still fish for carp fish now and again but there
is an equal amount of fun to be had on the canal if you are looking to
keep moving and go light. Here are a few of my best catches on the
NAA canal waters.

Looking back, it does take a while and there is a lot of advice out there
so you have to fine a method that works for you. All | can say is once
L~ you have, the results are brilliant and perch fight really well on very light
. tackle. Although | had many blank sessions | put that down to, firstly
wrong location. You have to find fish to catch them which is half the
battle. They are not just everywhere. | think | spent too long in one area,
so my advice there would be if you're not getting bites after 6 or 8 casts

in a swim move on. Secondly lure size and colour, there are so many different lures out there. | would start
with small lures and small jig heads, say 3 gram with a size 6 hook. Colours vary on the day so | would take a
few different colours with you and if one colour does not get you
bites change the colour of the lure. | only target Perch so | use a light
6lb fluorocarbon leader, if pike are about then | switch to a very light
trace or if there are just small jacks around step up the fluorocarbon
to 10 or 12 Ibs.

I’'m looking to teach my grandchildren in the future and canals are a
great place for children to start. | wonder if there is a possibility of
issuing a permit just for the canals as this could tempt people to join
and have a go and help keep the prices down for parents. Just a
thought it may attract more members as lure fishing is growing in

popularity and not everyone wants to fish on the lakes.

PERCH 2

By Barry Murrer

So, the summer is over, temperatures are falling, the leaves are beginning to turn, and it’s my favourite time of
year to fish for perch. This is the first of a short series about my efforts to catch some the species in our waters
that are not carp — we have excellent fishing available for so many types of fish and | hope to inspire a few people
to leave the barrow at home and explore our waters.

For most of my generation of anglers our first fish was a perch- carp were very thin on the ground back in the
early 1960s and although | avidly followed the adventures of Richard Walker at Redmire Pool in Angling Times,
for most of us carp were inaccessible and. if they were present in local water, were regarded as uncatchable
anyway. Perch by contrast were everywhere and always obliging.

| was very lucky to have had exclusive access to a private stretch of the River Ousel in Newport Pagnell, a lovely
little river with two weirpools, shallows and bulrush-lined deeper runs. Classic perch territory and my Dad and |
caught plenty with worms freshly dug from the vegetable patch. Very simple fishing, just let a float-fished worm
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drift along and wait for the bite. During school holidays we caught minnows on bread using a size 14 hook then,
using the same tackle, dropped the unfortunate minnow into the nearby ‘perch hole’.
Always seemed to work but thankfully there is no need to use live fish as bait nowadays.

| moved to near Newbury in 2008 after living in Oxford and then Reading for many
years. Great fishing in both locations and | was very keen to get to grips with NAA
waters. My first fish from Newbury waters was a barbel, hard to find nowadays but,
fingers crossed, they do seem to making a comeback in the Kennet. | quickly realized
that we have some excellent perch fishing in all types of waters. In this article | will try
to illustrate three of my favourite methods for perch fishing. In another