
1 
 

 

NEWBURY ANGLING 

ASSOCIATION  

 
 

Founded 1878  

 

CHAIRMAN - David Marshall 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN ð Dougie Hull 

SECRETARY  ð Currently vacant 

 

FISHERY MANAGER ð David Prictor 

PROJECT MANAGER  ð Paul Futcher 

MEMBERSHIP SEC  - Dave Smith 

MATCH SECRETARY ð Henry Sadler 

TREASURER ð Martin Strike 

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE EDITOR    

                        - Martin Strike 

 

 See permit for contact details 

   

 Website - www.newburyaa.org.uk 

NAA  NEWSLETTER  

Autumn  2022 
 

Welcome to this, the fourth in our run of quarterly newsletters. 

 

After the hottest and driest summer on record, the levels of the 

lakes are very low and the rivers running slowly, but the fish have 

certainly been coming out. Hopefully Autumn might bring enough 

rain to top the levels and get some decent flow, but preferably not 

while Iõm fishing. 

 

If you are reading an e-mail version of this, then thank you for 

providing us with your address. If itõs a paper copy, then please help 

us reduce our printing costs by emailing us your permission to add 

you to our mailing list. 

 

Remember weõd like this to be YOUR newsletter, so please send in 

ideas for content, brags about your catches and photos old and new 

to us at enquiries@newburyangling.org.uk  

 

We hope you enjoy this issue  

 

The Editor 

 

ASHLEY UNTIES KNOTTS FIRST TIME  
The Fishery Manager and I were strolling the 

banks of Knotts one bright August afternoon, 

and stopped to have a chat with one of the 

anglers.  

Ashley told us he was a new member, and that 

heõd not caught so far on this, his first trip to 

Knotts. 

The FM suggested that perhaps heõd have a 

chance swapping his zig rigs and casting a bait 

right up to the island some fair distance away. 

Moving on to talk to anglers a couple of swims 

along, we heard the plop of a lead as it landed 

some 2 foot from the island - An outstanding 

cast that we congratulated Ashley for as we 

walked back. That evening this picture 

appeared on Facebook. Thinking this would be 

an inspiration to members new and older, I 

asked Ashley to send us his fishing story. Over  

                                                      to you, Ashley -  I first started fishing when I was around 14-15 with a few friends and one of their older brothers  
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                                                   on the river Thames, mainly just silver fish. We used to love getting down there on a weekend and we even  

                                                   tried a few nights for barbel. 

I got back into fishing about 5 years ago when my father-in-law introduced me to the carp scene and Iõve been 

hooked ever since. I still get down the river now and again for various other species but mainly Iõm at a carp 

lake. Whether that be for a little evening or a few days, it all depends how much free time I have with work 
and family life. 

 

It started with just wanting to spend quality time with my father-in-law, but the more I went the more carp 

gear I brought until I had my own set up. 

 

I just feel so calm when Iõm at a lake - until the bite alarm screams off and then the adrenaline kicks in. Ҫ  

When the stresses of life get tough, nothing can beat a few hours by the lake to just have the time think it 

over. Itõs what works for me and I like it that way! 

 

I would love to get my youngest son interested and share some great memories with him, my older children 

arenõt so interested as they get bored and arenõt so patient. 

 

Itõs a hobby Iõve found that not only entertains me but keeps me balanced with my emotions. 

 

CHAIRMANõS REPORT 
by David Marshall  

I am pleased that our membership levels are holding up well which allows us to continue 

to maintain & improve our fisheries. It also allows us to keep membership subscription 

at a level which provides some of the best and diverse fishing in the South of England at 

a very competitive price. 

A warm welcome to our new members and those of you who have re-joined. A good 

number of you have been members for many years which is much appreciated. 

You will have seen from the Fishery Management report the good work which is going 

on and planned around the fishery which the EA & AT grants are helping to fund. This is 

good news for all of us as are the repairs which were carried out to Muddy Lane. 

There are also planned improvements at Brimpton to both the habitat & swims. It is still in early stages of 

planning but all be well work will start later this year / early next year. Once the plans have been agreed with 

the various agencies involved full details will be made available to members. 

I would like to add my thanks to Rob Allen who has taken on the role of Head Bailiff. Rob has some great 

ideas for bringing a more professional approach to the bailiffing of our waters and shortly you will see the 

bailiffs in NAA- logoõd clothing. Please treat the bailiffs with respect as they carry out their duties for the 

benefit of us all. 

On a more serious note, I have stated before that we continue to have problems filling Committee places. 

This is now becoming a worrying issue. The committee is a dedicated group of members meeting once a 

month to ensure the upkeep and development of NAA. As with all Associations, without an active committee 

we cannot function and we rely on members who can spare some of their time to run and shape the future 

of the Association. Within the committee there are a number of officer roles which we also need to fill. We 
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havenõt had a permanent secretary for many years and the Health & Safety position is also vacant. Next year 

we will also be looking for a new Treasurer and other Officers will be looking to stand down after many yearsõ 

service.  Without people in officer positions, it makes the association very difficult to run. I am not saying we 

are at this position yet but there have been a number of clubs which have folded due to not having an active 

committee. 

We certainly donõt want to find ourselves in the future to be in this position. If any of you can help to fill 

officer & committee positions, please let me know. We would love to hear from you & it would help to ensure 

a continued and successful angling association for Newbury. 

Back on a lighter and more positive note it is good to hear how well our waters are fishing and with the 

planned injection of fish into Willows & Pallettõs later this year this will only improve the fishing further. 

 

AROUND THE FISHERIES  

 
(1)  SWIM REPAIRS ON THE LAKES  

This summer has seen a major project with 66 swims across Dobsons (25), Knotts (17), Collins (13) and 

Dixons (11)being given complete overhauls.  See the Fishery Managers report for details.  

 

                                   

 

(2) AVINGTON  

Canal anglers will know that the sloping ramp into our grass car park at Avington 

has long been a treacherous skid risk for vehicles, particularly in soggy conditions. 

When contractors looking to undertake non-NAA work in the area asked to have 

use of the car park for a few weeks in Spring, we assented subject to them laying a 

permanent rigid plastic mat on the entrance point. This was done, and now allows 

members even without 4x4õs safe access. 

As you can see, the main body of the carpark remains grassy, and thus still a potential 

trap for vehicles when soft. The Committee is looking at the possibility of extending 

the matting, bearing in mind that the Avington stretch is leased and not owned, and 

thus the ownerõs approval will need to be sought. 
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(3)  SIGNAGE AT ENBORNE  

A long-standing pledge to improve the signage on the canal at Enborne may 

soon be resolved. 

We have needed permission from the Canal & Rivers Trust before 

installing the much needed signs. A positive meeting was held a few weeks 

ago, and after much to-ing and fro-ing about what we would be allowed 

and where, CRT approval was received, and an offer of their volunteer 

team made to assist. Thus we like to think that signs will soon be seen by 

Guyers Bridge, at Egypt point and halfway between. We hope this will 

deter some of those who choose to fish the stretch without paying for a 

permit, and help support any member or bailiff who wishes to challenge 

anyone fishing the stretch. 

(4) SPEEN MOORS 

Members visiting Speen Moors should be aware that the 

land owners have erected a substantial barbed wire 

fence to prevent access to the weir pool at the southern 

end of the venue.  

 

We know this is a favorite swim for many members, but 

is also a popular spot for local youths to jump from the 

bridge in warmer weather. The fence has been built to 

prevent the possibility of accident, or worse to these 

impromptu bathers. 

 

We notice that the fence has recently been attacked and 

trodden down allowing unauthorised access. While the 

fence was not installed with deterring anglers in mind, 

we ask all members to honour the landlords intentions 

and not access this area while the fence is in place.  

 

(5)   WARWICKS  

In  August, the Fishery Management team identified 

low oxygen levels in Warwicks and quickly brought in 

one of the Associationõs two new water pumps and set 

up this Heath Robinson-esque arrangement to aerate 

the water. Due to their prompt action, no fish were 

lost. Well done, Boys. These pumps are gas powered 

and will run for up to two days unattended, compared 

to their predecessors which required a refuel every 5-

hours.Thank you also to Dougie Hull and Lynn 

Hawkins for cutting and dragging trailing branches 

from the water to help make a start on a longer term 

solution. Lynn in particular, will be known to all anglers 

on Willows and Alders, fishing, giving advice to new members or swearing at the cormorants. Thanks Lynn, 

you do a lot of work, which is much appreciated. 
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MATCH NEWS & UPDATE  
by Henry  Sadler 

 

We asked Henry to explain how the match scene works, particularly to our many new members as well as 

those who have been with is a while but may never have  fished  one: 

We have two types of matches, pegged or rover. With a pegged match, before the start contenders each select 

a number from a bag which gives the peg number for the swim to be fished while with a rover, the number 

drawn represents the order in which participants leave to choose their peg. Here, whoever draws number 

one has first choice, followed by number two etc. All Over 70õs and our Christmas Match are rovers, the 

remainder all being pegged. The cost to take part is just £2 per match which goes to the club, plus optional 

pools of a further Ã5 for over 70õs, Ã6 for over 60õs and £8 for Championship matches.  All pools money is 

paid as prizes, normally to first, second and third.  

Matches are held on our lakes at Bellwood, Willows, Alders, Knotts and Dobsons, plus the canal at Enborne 

and Avington. Draw times for these are one hour prior to the match start time, allowing anglers to walk to 

their pegs and set up. We also have matches home and away against other clubs, this season for example at 

Shipston on Stour and Reading & District AA. We also run a charity match in support of Help for Heroes which 

has been running for many seasons and this year will be held on Sunday, 2nd of October. 

The Christmas match gives entrants the choice of 

fishing Bellwood,  the canal or River Kennet at 

Hambridge. Contestants make their choice then draw 

their set-off order for that venue. This match in 

particular is well worth fishing as included in your 

ticket cost is a cuppa and bacon roll before the start, 

plus lots of prizes to be won.  

All matches are decided by overall weight, with points 

being allocated to each angler finishing in the top 10. 

Included this year was a ôsilver fish onlyõ match at 

Willows, with any greedy carp muscling in not 

counting!  

NAA has a team that competes in the Shires League 

which is due to start this year in October. Here, teams 

of five anglers fish against three other teams, the 

winners decided on section points. 

 

There are also several 24-hour carp matches in the warmer months that are generally entered for via the 

NAAõs members-only Facebook site.  Four pike matches are held on different categories of venue across 

winter, with trophies for the largest fish and best overall weight. 

All of these fixtures are contained on your permit. More matches have been added this season at the request 

of members, but we need to find a few more faces to support the matches to allow them to continue. Come 

and try a match. We are a friendly, normal (well, most of us) bunch of anglers out for some banter and a dayõs 

fishing. 
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As the Salvation Army would say, come and join us, support your club, have a dayõs fishing and who knows, 

you may win a trophy and make some more good mates. We look forward to seeing you soon. For more 

details or to book your place, please call me, Henry, on 01635 46984. 

 

Date  Day Type  Venue Trophy  Meet  Time  Detail  

18-Sep-2022 Sat v Shipston AC  River Stour - Shipston   08:30 

10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

20-Sep-2022 Tue  RFC v NAA  Child Beale   8:30 

10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

21-Sep-2022 Weds  Over 60's  Dobsons 

Field & Stream 

Cup 9:00 

10.00-

15.00  

24/25-Sep-2022 Sat/Sun 

24hr Carp 

match  Bellwood   11:00 

12.00-

12.00  
25-Sep-2022 Sun NAA Memorial 

match  

Willows  Keith Scrivener 

Trophy Norman 

Unwin Trophy  

8:30 10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

28-Sep-2022 Weds  Over 60's  Bellwood  

Field & Stream 

Cup 9:00 

10.00-

15.00  

02-Oct -2022 Sun 

HELP FOR 

HEROES  Enborne Canal (Up)  

Charity open 

match  9:00 

10.00-

15.00 Advance tickets only  

04-Oct -2022 Tue  NAA v RFC  Avington   8.3 

10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

05-Oct -2022 Weds  Over 70's rover  Dobsons  9:00 

10.00-

15.00  

09-Oct -2022 Sun 

VENUE 

CLOSED  Enborne Canal (up)    

08.00-

16.00 Booked by SHIRES  

23-Oct -2022 Sun 

NAA Club 

Championship  Avington D   9:00 

10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

26-Oct -2022 Weds  Over 60's  Enborne Canal (Up)  Field & Stream 

Cup Sam Buxey 

Trophy  

9:00 10.00-

1500 

 

30-Oct -2022 Sun Pike Match  Enborne Canal (Up)  Buckingham 

Cup 

Ben Smith 

Trophy  

9:00 10.00-

15.00 

 

02-Nov -2022 Wed  Over 60's  Avington D   9:00 
10.00-
15.00  

06-Nov -2022 Sun 

VENUE 

CLOSED  Enborne Canal (Up)    

10.00-

15.00 

Booked by Reed 

Thatcham AA  

11-Nov -2022 Fri  

VENUE 

CLOSED  Enborne Canal (Up)    

10.00-

15.00 

Booked by Newbury 

Friday League  

16-Nov -2022 Wed  Over 60's  Enborne Canal (Up)  

Field & Stream 

Cup  

10.00-

15:00  

20-Nov -2022 Sun 

NAA Club 

Championship  Enborne Canal (Up)   9:00 

10.00-

15.00 

Book with Match 

Secretary  

27-Nov -2022 Sun Pike Match  Bellwood  

Buckingham 
Cup 

Ben Smith 

Trophy  9:00 

10.00-

15.00  

30-Nov -2022 Wed  Over 60's  Avington E  

Field & Stream 

Cup 9:00 

10.00-

15.00  

04-Dec-2022 Sun 

Christmas 

match  

Bellwood/Hambridge 

Canal/Risbys & Civil 

Service stretch  

Dick Taylor 

Trophy  8:30 

10.00-

15.00 Advance tickets only  

 

  

                              GREEN means open to all members   

 

Note: Match results, reports and league tables are updated regularly on the NAA website. 
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TENCH ING DOWN YOUR WAY  ð PART 2  
by Martin Salter  

 
You may remember that our last newsletter contained part 1 of an article from Martin S, Chief Policy Adviser 

to the Angling Trust and supporter and member of Newbury AA since the 1980õs, describing his love for 

tench.  As promised, here comes the second halfé  
 

 

Big Pit  Challenges 

 

There is no doubt that the big Thames 

Valley gravel pits between  Reading and 

Newbury hold some exceptional fish of 

many species. The Reading & District AA 

waters in particular have produced some 

stunning specimens including the famous 

Sonning Eye carp, the record bream from 

Englefield Lagoon and, of course, some 

monster tench to over twelve pounds. At 

the time, the specimen circuit had alighted 

on Englefield in particular so my friend 

John and I decided to try our luck on two 

other pits which had form for big tench 

but which were currently less fashionable. 

It was the early nineties and the Close 

Season was still in force but it did give us 

the opportunity to prepare and pre-bait 

swims on our chosen venues - Deanõs 

Farm at Caversham and Wellmanõs Water 

near Theale.  

 

Deanõs was made famous by the catches of Alistair Nicholson and Tony Miles but at the time access issues 

with the nearby gravel workings had made it very tricky to get on there. As far as I recall only my mate Pete 
Cranstoun and a couple of other carp enthusiasts were fishing it and absolutely nobody was targeting the 

tench. Luckily, I knew a guy who owned land close to where the pit joined the Thames and with a bit of hard 

work, plus a bung to a gravel lorry driver, we were able to construct a temporary track which allowed us to 

get our vehicles close enough to the water. Our pre-season visits did locate one or two tench but there was 

also clearly one hell of a head of bream in there which began rolling close to our baited spots. Consequently, 

we also prepared two or three other swims on Wellmanõs - another huge pit with lower stocks, fewer bream 

and hopefully lots of tench potential.  

 

The magic midnight moment duly arrived at Deanõs Farm and within minutes of casting out from our baited 

peninsular on this inland sea it was clear that the fish had found our bait. Sadly they were almost all bream in 

the five to seven pound bracket which werenõt a lot of fun on one and a half pound test curve rods. When we 

did get a full throated run it was usually an eel - a species I detest - so it wasnõt long before we moved up the 

road to Wellmanõs. This is the water where our big tench fishing really began and very soon my personal best 

was creeping ever upwards with sixes and sevens now commonplace in our catches. Feeder fished maggots, 

worms and casters over groundbait and hemp was doing the business and there were no nuisance species to 


